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Orchard Academy 
Geography Curriculum Overview  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge  

Why Teach Geography? 

Reflecting the importance of global changes affecting the world in which we 

live, it is our intention that our geography curriculum will:  

• help pupils to raise and answer questions about the natural and human 

worlds. 

• enable pupils to think critically about the impact human activity has on the 

natural world, cities and population. 

• spark pupils’ curiosity about places and people 

• promote knowledge, interest and fascination about diverse places, their 

differing natural geography, human environments and resources. 

• help pupils to become knowledgeable citizens, concerned about the 

future of the world, able to understand key geographical concepts and 

skills and aware of the connections that exist between people and places. 

 

Geography’s Big Ideas  

Substantive Knowledge Content 
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Orchard Academy 
Geography Curriculum Term by Term Overview  

 
 

Topic Overview 

KS1 

Year 
1 

Autumn Term 1 Spring Term 1 Summer Term 1 

   

What is our local area like? What is our county like? Do I like living in the UK? 

Year 
2 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Summer Term 1 

 
          

  

KS2 

Year 
3 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 and 2 Summer Term 

 
 

 

 

Would I like to live in Italy? What are 
mountains and 

volcanoes? 

How would it feel 
to live in a tourist 

hotspot? 

Year 
4 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 

  

 

How do humans interact with 
the water cycle 

How does land use differ across the 
UK? 

Year 
5 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 2 

 
 

 

How diverse are the Earth’s 
environments? 

How diverse is Mexico compared to 
here? 

Do earthquakes affect 
places differently? 

Year 
6 
 
 

Autumn Term 1 Spring Term 1 Summer Term 2 

 
 

 

How do we react to the 
biggest dilemma our planet 

has ever faced? 

Why do humans move? Can humans exist without 
exchanging goods and 

food? 

 

 

Key Concept Overview 

 Place Scale Earth Systems Environment 

Year 
1 

• Sense of place 
• Home 
• Character 
• Identity  
• Community  
• Similarities/differences 
 

• Location 
• Distribution/ 

zonation 

• Pattern 

• Weather 
 

• Physical and human 
features 

• Emotional responses and 
opinions 

• Impact on community 

Year 
2 

• Sense of place 
• Physical and human characteristics 
• Landscape 
• Culture  
• Variety and multiple perspectives 

of a single place 

• Location 
• Patterns 

(hot/cold) 
• Distribution 

• Globalisation 

• Weather and Climate • Deforestation 
• Global warming 
• Sustainability 

• Environmental 
stewardship and 
citizenship 

Year 
3 

• Sense of place 
• Physical and human characteristics 
• Landscape 
• Culture  
• Variety and multiple perspectives 

of a single place 

• Location 
• Patterns  
• Distribution 
• Globalisation 

• Interaction 

• Plate Tectonics  
• Mountain building 

and Volcanoes) 

• Physical/human 
interaction 

• Effects of tourism 

• Physical/human Resources 

Year 
4 

• Sense of place 
• Physical and human characteristics 
• Landscape 
• Culture  
• Variety and multiple perspectives 

of a single place 

• Social, economic and political 
processes 

• Location 
• Patterns  
• Distribution 
• Globalisation 
• Interdependence 

• Interconnection 

• Water Cycle 

• Landform 
(transportation, 
erosion and 
deposition) 

• Change in the 
environment 

• Flood plains/flooding 
• Ecosystems 
• Water supply 

• Food supply 

Year 
5 

• Sense of place 
• Physical and human characteristics 
• Landscape 
• Culture  
• Variety and multiple perspectives 

of a single place 
• Social, economic and political 

processes  
• National Identity 

• Migration  

• Location 
• Patterns  
• Distribution 
• Globalisation 
• Interdependence 

• Interconnection 

• Climate 
• Photosynthesis 

• Plate Tectonics 
(Earthquakes) 

• Human impact on and 
sustainable management 
of Biomes (e.g. 
deforestation) 

• Physical diversity 
 

Year 
6 

• Sense of place 
• Physical and human characteristics 
• Landscape 
• Culture  
• Variety and multiple perspectives 

of a single place 
• Social, economic and political 

processes  
• Migration  
• Geopolitics 

• Location 
• Patterns  
• Distribution 
• Globalisation 
• Interdependence 
• Interconnection 

• Changes in 
distribution/flows 

• Climate 

• Carbon Cycle 

• Environmental Change 
• Sustainability 
• Environmental 

stewardship and 
citizenship 

• Responses of humans to 
environmental change 

 

 


